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Summary 

This talk explores the condi2on of Syria’s cultural heritage a9er fourteen years of conflict, 

focusing on material loss, social rupture and ins2tu2onal collapse. It outlines current threats 

and urgent needs, while considering emerging responses since the fall of the Assad regime 

on 8 December 2024. The talk highlights the need to move from reac2ve emergency 

measures towards proac2ve, community-centred approaches that support recovery, 

reconcilia2on, transi2onal jus2ce and the rebuilding of social fabric. 

 

 

 

 

About the Speaker 

Dr Hiba Alkhalaf is Syrian–Bri2sh architect, researcher and heritage specialist working on 

post-conflict recovery, cultural resilience and community-led conserva2on across the MENA 

region and the UK. She is a Research Fellow at CISA, Birkbeck, University of London, and 

Founder of Heritage Voices / Aswat AlTurath. Her work spans World Heritage 

documenta2on, damage assessment, capacity building and tradi2onal knowledge, with a 

strong focus on women, cra9s, archives and intangible heritage. She has led award-winning 

projects, including MaLiCH in Libya, and advocates for heritage as a tool for jus2ce, memory 

and sustainable futures. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rsvppef@gmail.com
https://www.pef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Poster-11.6.26.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO FIND US                                                                                                                                             

The PEF is situated on the south bank of the River Thames, a short walk away from Cutty 

Sark DLR station.  

 

 

 

 


